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ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-2021-0006
(Formerly HDP-2020-0440)

HLC DATE: November 16, 2020
December 14, 2020
PC DATE: January 26, 2021

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Delta Kappa Gamma Building

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 416 W. 12t Street

Council District: 9

ZONING FROM: GO to DMU-H-CO

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning change
from general office (GO) district to downtown mixed use — Historic Landmark (DMU-H)
combining district zoning.

While staff appreciates the property owners’ dilemma in what they now view as a financial
and maintenance burden, the building has demonstrated significance as reflected by its
individual inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. National Register
designation in and of itself does not prevent modification or even demolition of the building,
but in the City of Austin, National Register designation does automatically qualify a building
as eligible for landmark designation, which does place a barrier on demolition.

Staff cannot recommend that a building individually listed on the National Register of
Historic Places should be demolished, and must recommend landmark designation for the
building to determine if the Commission or the Planning Commission, and ultimately the
City Council votes to grant the building historic zoning. Given the architecture and history
of this building, staff would recommend landmark designation even if the building were not
listed on the National Register. In the meantime, staff recommends that the applicant for
the demolition permit continue to develop proposals to incorporate the building into new
development plans for the site, which staff acknowledges may preclude the construction of a
high-rise building on this site. In staff’s evaluation, preserving portions of the exterior
finishes of the building into an interior space of the proposed new building is not sufficiently
respectful of the integrity, design, and significance of the existing building. Continuing
conversations about the relationship of historic and new may result in a proposal that is
much more palatable to both the owners of the building and the interests of preserving
buildings that have demonstrated historical significance.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION:
The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: November 16, 2020: Initiated historic
zoning. Vote: 9-0-2 (Papavasiliou and Jacob off-dais). December 14, 2020: Recommended
historic zoning (Tollett/Koch). Vote: 9-0-1 (Papavasiliou absent; Featherston abstaining).

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:
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DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The building was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 2012 under Criteria A and C for its significance in the areas of education and
architecture; which also fulfills qualifications for city historic landmark designation criteria
for architectural significance and historical associations. As a property individual listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, under City Code, it does not need to meet additional
criteria for designation as a historic landmark.

The applicant opposes city landmark designation, so this case will require a super-majority
vote for historic zoning at either the Historic Landmark Commission or the Planning
Commission to advance to the City Council.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: February 18, 2021 ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-6454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:

Austin Independent School District, Austin Lost and Found Pets, Austin Neighborhoods Council, Bike Austin, Central
Austin Community Development Corporation, City of Austin Downtown Commission, Downtown Austin Alliance,
Downtown Austin Neighborhood Assn. (DANA), Friends of Austin Neighborhoods, Historic Austin Neighborhood
Association, Homeless Neighborhood Association, Neighborhood Empowerment Foundation, Old Austin
Neighborhood Association, Preservation Austin, SELTexas, Shoal Creek Conservancy, Sierra Club, Austin Regional
Group, West Downtown Alliance, Inc.

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

Architecture:

Please see the attached nomination of the building to the National Register of Historic
Places.

Historical Associations:
Please see the attached nomination of the building to the National Register of Historic Places.

PARCEL NO.: 0208011010

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 1 & PART OF LOT 2 BLOCK 150 ORIGINAL CITY

ESTIMATED ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $16,681 (non-homestead property); city
portion: $5,631 (no cap).

APPRAISED VALUE: $3,610,592

PRESENT USE: Office building

CONDITION: Good

PRESENT OWNERS:

Delta Kappa Gamma Society
416 W. 12th Street

Austin, Texas 78701

DATE BUILT: ca. 1956

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None apparent.
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ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Delta Kappa Gamma Society

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: Individually listed on the National Register of
Historic Places.

LOCATION MAP
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NOTIFICATIONS

N |~ ] SUBJECT TRACT
i LOCATION: 416 W 12TH ST
L _ Y ZONING BOUNDARY
This product is for informational purposes and may not have been prepared for or be suitable for legal,
engineering, or surveying purposes. It does nof represent an on-the-ground survey and represents only the
approximate relative location of property boundaries.

1 "= 204 ! This product has been produced by CTM for the sole purpose of geographic reference. No wamranty is made
by the City of Austin regarding specific accuracy or completeness.
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November 14, 2020

City of Austin
Historic Landmark Commission
Austin, Texas

Dear Landmark Commission Members:

Mid Tex Mod is the regional chapter of the nonprofit DOCOMOMO US, the American chapter of
DOCOMOMO International advocating for modern design worldwide. We are committed to raising
awareness of mid-century modern architecture in Central Texas. Our Mid Tex Mod Board of Directors
opposes the demolition of the Delta Kappa Gamma building at 416 West 12th Street.

The property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C, in the areas of
education and architecture. The International-style Delta Kappa Gamma Building was designed in 1956
by noted Austin architectural firm, Kuehne Brooks & Barr, and its design respects and compliments the
residential scale of the surrounding neighborhood. The building serves as the international headquarters
of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society, founded in 1929 to support women in education.

The property is recognized as a historically significant resource in the recently completed Old Austin
Neighborhood Association Historic Resource Survey of Downtown Austin. The survey was grant funded
through the Certified Local Government (CLG) Grant Program of the Texas Historical Commission and a
Preservation Austin grant, and supported through the City of Austin’s Historic Preservation Office. The
survey received a prestigious 2020 Preservation Merit Award from Preservation Austin.

Mid Tex Mod strongly urges you to oppose the demolition of the architecturally and historically
significant Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Headquarters Building at 416 West 12th Street.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Porterfield, Board President
Mid Tex Mod
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OLD

AUSTIN

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
Post Office Box 1282 13 November 2020
Austin, TX 78767

www.originalaustin.org

RE: 416 West 12" Street — demolition permit request

City of Austin
Historic Landmark Commission
Austin, Texas

Dear Historic Landmark Commission Members:

The Old Austin Neighborhood Association (OANA) Board of Directors opposes the demolition of the property at 416
West 12th Street.

Within OANA’s boundaries (Lamar to Lavaca; Ladybird Lake to 15 Street), there is a unique neighborhood of old and
new buildings. We advocate for the restoration of significant historic properties and support compatible development
that helps maintain the historic and residential character of our neighborhood.

416 West 12t Street is included in the West-Downtown-Historic-Survey also known as the Historic Survey of the Old
Austin Neighborhood. This survey was funded OANA funded with the support of the Texas Historic Commission and the
City of Austin through for a Certified Local Government Grant.

416 West 12th Street is also listed as a historic property in the National Register of Historic Places (NR, 2012). Also,
immediately to the east of this property is the Watson (A.O.) House, at 402 West 12th Street, a two-story nineteenth-

century Austin Landmark.

As a property listed in the National Register of Historic Places 416 West 12%" is cited under Criterion A for Education, as
well as Criteria C for Architecture.

For these reasons OANA respectfully request your disapproval of the demolition permit request.

Sincerely,

o St

Ted Siff, President

Board of Directors

Ted Siff, President Blake Tollett, Secretary Ray Canfield, Treasurer Katie Jackson
Perry Lorenz Charles Peveto Michael Portman Chris Riley
Austin Stowell Diana ZunigaCharles Peveto Austin Stowell
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Clayton Bullock, President Katie Carmichael Scott Marks Benjamin Ibarra-Sevilla, UTSOA

Allen Wise, President-Elect Miticim Connier Kelley Cooper McClure Charles Peveto, Austin History Center Association
' Bob Ward, Travis County Historical Commissi
- - Melissa Barry, Vice President Richard Craig AI'Y5°" McGee b Ware, Travis Lounty Historical S.ommission
Linda Y. Jackson, Vice President Cynthia Mathis-Gaines EI\.shq eres ADVISOR
. P Michael Strutt
Christina Randle, Secretary Steve Genovesi Cyndee Lake
Clay Cary, Treasurer Harmony Grogan STAFF
PRESERVATION Lori Martin, Immediate Past President P'flfriCk Johnsv.?:n Lindsey Derrington, Executive Director
—AU S TIN— Richard Kooris Lesley Walker, Development and Communications Coordinator

November 13, 2020

Terri Myers, Chair
City of Austin
Historic Landmark Commission

Re: 416 W 12 Street Demolition Permit
Dear Ms. Myers,

Preservation Austin exists to empower Austinites to shape a more inclusive, resilient, and meaningful
community culture through preservation. We write today to express our opposition to the proposed
demolition of 416 W 12" Street, the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Headquarters Building.
We ask that the Historic Landmark Commission instead support historic zoning for this significant
property in the areas of Architecture and Historical Associations. As the property is already listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, this demonstrated significance is supplementary.

Historical Associations:

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society is a significant organization supporting women in education through
scholarships and a fellowship program. The Society was founded in 1929 by a University of Texas
professor, Dr. Annie Webb Blanton, to encourage equal opportunities for women in education. Dr.
Blanton was the first female State Superintendent of Public Instruction, making her the first woman
elected to a Texas state office. By 1960, the Society had chapters in every state.

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society played a large role in women’s history as an organization founded by
women to support women, at a time when such support was scarcely found elsewhere. Women are
typically left out of dominant historical narratives and underrepresented amongst protected heritage
sites locally and nationally. We urge that this building be protected as landmark to women’s agency and
collective power.

Architecture:

The 1955 building is an excellent example of postwar modern design by Kuehne, Brooks, and Barr. It
features an International Style facade, functionalist floorplan, and a more traditional aesthetic in its
finishes. The women of Delta Kappa Gamma sought to accommaodate a diverse range of functions that
their ever-growing organization demanded. Uninterrupted planes of single materials were a signature of
the firm and can also be seen in their work at the American National Bank (now the Starr Building).
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This National Register-listed building is recommended for individual landmark status in the recently
completed Historic Resources Survey of Downtown Austin. Sponsored by the Old Austin Neighborhood
Association, the survey was supported by a Certified Local Government grant received by the City of
Austin and a matching grant from our nonprofit. Preservation Austin further supported the community’s
hard-fought efforts with a 2020 Preservation Merit Award this fall for their public service.

The survey’s purpose is to recommend significant landmarks and potential districts for designation, and
to provide the information needed to make educated decisions about demolitions such as this.
Significant resources go into these efforts with the understanding that they will make a difference to
preservation outcomes moving forward. The city must stand by its historic resource surveys, in good
faith, to protect our significant buildings and landmarks. We urge the Historic Landmark Commission to
do so here.

Austin cannot afford to lose this piece of women'’s history or afford to lose another potential local
landmark. Thank you for your service, and for all you do to protect Austin’s heritage.

Sincerely,

(g Bt

Clayton Bullock



B-7 8 of 32

Gaudette, Angela

From: Sadowsky, Steve

Sent: Monday, November 16, 2020 7:46 AM
To: Gaudette, Angela

Subject: Fw: 416 West 12th

Steve Sadowsky

Historic Preservation Officer
City of Austin, Texas
974-6454

From: City of Austin <noreply@coadigital.onbehalfof.austintexas.gov>
Sent: Friday, November 13, 2020 5:21 PM

To: Sadowsky, Steve <Steve.Sadowsky@austintexas.gov>

Subject: 416 West 12th

This message is from Bob Ward._

November 13, 2020

To: City of Austin, Historic Landmark Commission
Re: 416 West 12th St

Dear Historic Landmark Commission members,

It has come to our attention that the house at 416 West 12th is slated for demolition. The Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International Headquarters was located at this site and the building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Founded in 1929, the Delta Kappa Gamma Society grew from a dozen women in Austin to over 70,000 across the United
States and Canada with an emphasis on supporting women in education through scholarships and other programs.

As Austin continues to grow and lose much of its historic fabric, it is important to preserve some of the few remaining
examples of historic architecture and cultural importance. The Travis County Historical Commission asks that you oppose
the destruction of this property.

Respectfully,
James Robert “Bob” Ward

Chair
Travis County Historical Commission



PUBLIC HEARING INFORMATION

Although applicants and/or their agent(s) are expected to participate in a public hearing, you are not required to do so. This meeting
will be conducted online and you have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed development or change. Email or call
the staff contact for information on how to participate in the public hearings online. You may also contact a neighborhood or
environmental organization that has expressed an interest in an application affecting your neighborhood.

During a public hearing, the board or commission may postpone or continue an application’s hearing to a later date, or recommend
approval or denial of the application. If the board or commission announces a specific date and time for a postponement or
continuation that is not later than 60 days from the announcement, no further notice is required.

A board or commission’s decision may be appealed by a person with standing to appeal, or an interested party that is identified as a
person who can appeal the decision. The body holding a public hearing on an appeal will determine whether a person has standing to
appeal the decision.

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record owner of the subject property, or who communicates an
interest to a board or commission by:
delivering a written statement to the board or commission before or during the public hearing that generally identifies the issues
of concern (it may be delivered to the contact person listed on a notice); or
appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing; and:
occupies a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject property or proposed development;
is the record owner of property within 500 feet of the subject property or proposed development; or
is an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that has an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within
500 feet of the subject property or proposed development.

A notice of appeal must be filed with the director of the responsible department no later than 14 days after the decision. An appeal
form may be available from the responsible department.

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development process, please visit our website: www.austintexas.gov/abc

Written comments must be submitted to the board or commission (or the contact person listed on the notice) before the public hearing.
Your comments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled date of the public hearing, the Case Number and the
contact person listed on the notice.

Case Number: PR-20-149763 - 416 W 12TH ST [] Iaminfaver
Contact: Angela Gaudette, (512) 974-3393
Public Hearing: Historic Landmark Commission, Nov. 16, 2020

><] 1object

a
Your Name (pleas

W. 6. Zpzo

Date

U _o_

Ciyo

If you use this form to comment, it may be returned to:
City of Austin Housing and Planning Department
Historic Preservation Office, ATTN: Angela Gaudette
P.O. Box 1088

Austin, TX 78767-8810

E-mail: preservation@austintexas.gov
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ALLISON, BASS & MAGEE, L.L.P.
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A. O. WATSON HOUSE
JAMESE LatLison 402 WEST 12™ STREET
cpllisenig'sbiison-bass.com AUSTIN, TEXAS 78701

(512)482-0701
FAX (512) 480-0902

JosHuA HUMPHREYS
hireysim allison-bass.com

ROBERT T. BAsS
r.bass(@allison-bass.com

J. ERIC MAGEE
smagee@allizen-bass.com October 29, 2020

VIA EMAIL

Mr. Steve Sadowsky
Historic Preservation Officer

City of Austin
Steve.sadowsky({@austintexas.gov

Re:  Proposed Demolition of Building at 416 W. 12 Street
Dear Mr. Sadowsky:

The purpose of this letter is to express our concerns and opposition to the proposed
demolition and replacement of the building at 416 W. 12 Street. We are the owners of the A.O.
Watson House located at 402 W. 12 Street, immediately adjacent to the proposed demolition site.

We have been honored to preserve the A.O. Watson House for over 20 years. Constructed
in 1894 by famed public architect A.O. Watson as his personal residence, this post-Victorian
structure is a valuable part of the City of Austin Historic Preservation Program. The demolition of
the adjacent building would pose a significant threat to the integrity of our structure and historical
landscaping.

There are several heritage trees on our property with canopies extending over the adjacent
property. Some of the trees on our property were obtained by Mr. Watson’s son, Brig. Gen. A.P.
Watson, from the National Mall in Washington D.C. during his tenure with what was then called
the War Department, and are believed to be well over one hundred years old. Gen. Watson served
on Gen. John “Black Jack” Pershing’s staff in WWI, and on Gen. Douglas MacArthur’s staff in
WWIIL Demolition of the adjacent property and construction of a thirty-story building will likely
destroy these trees and completely alter the historic integrity of our property. I am attaching a brief
history of this historic Austin landmark for your further information.

The A.O. Watson House has a brick masonry foundation with a full basement. The
proposed demolition and construction project will also create a significant risk of structural
damage to our building.

We urge that the City of Austin deny the demolition permit at 416 W. 12 Street. Please
let us know if we can provide further information.

Sincerely, ?
ames P. Allison Robert T. Bass

ccl Members, Architectural Review Committee
Historical Landmark Commission
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A.0. WATSON HOUSE

Flying over Central Texas, the history of the earth is laid out in front of you like a giant
salt map. The rivers that sculpt the land serve as a guidebook for inquiry into the area’s geologic
past. Buildings, like rivers, provide those who appreciate their history a view into a different time
and place. A narrative is created, not only of the boards and nails that frame the structure, but of
epic proportions---spanning generations and encompassing the full range of human realties.

And it is here in Central Texas where our story begins.

Arthur Osborn (A.Q) Watson was born in Washington County, son of Scottish immigrants
on March 10, 1864. Educated in local school houses, Watson went on to study architecture at the
recently-opened Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College in 1881. Opened a few short years
before, in 1876, Texas Agricultural and Mechanical College, presently Texas A&M University in
College Station, was the only public university in the state, permitting A.O. Watson to be one of
the first homegrown, classically-trained architects in Texas.

After his graduation in 1884, Watson moved from the ‘deep soils’ of the Brazos River
Valley to the rolling hills and natural springs of Austin. Like towns all over the old frontier, the
railroad had brought heterogeneity and wealth to Austin in the 1870s. But it was the newly
appointed role of permanent state capitol and oil industry in the 1882 that launched the city into a
period of intensive growth. The University of Texas was founded in 1883; St. Edward’s University
followed shortly thereafter in 1885. The Capitol building, publicized as the seventh largest building
in the world at the time, was completed in 1888. With the installment of these landmarks and key
institutions, the enduring identity of Austin as an education and political hub was intact.

When looking at these structures, a similar style runs through all. The Victorian Era in
architecture popular during this time included styles such as Gothic Revival, Second Empire,
Queen Ann, and Richardsonian Romanesque, which all shared asymmetrical plans, a variety of
materials, intricate detailing and cross-circulation patterns. Like Westminster Abbey in London,
the buildings erected in Texas in this era were created to project a feeling of state and local pride
in the people, as well as to designate a community center.

After the Texas Legislature authorized bonds for the construction of new municipal
buildings in 1881, architects from all over the state began to compete for the chance to have their
designs put in stone. A.O. Watson was no different. Stating with the Val Verde County Courthouse
in 1887, Watson and partner Jacob Larmour began a fabulous run of projects that took them across
the state. The following list documents the buildings constructed from their designs from the 1880s
to the early 1900s.
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Title of Building

Year of Completion

Val Verde County Courthouse

1887

Second Empire,
Classical Revival

County)

Comanche County Courthouse 1890 Renaissance Revival

Badu House (Private House) 1891 Renaissance Revival

Grimes County Courthouse 1891 Italianate

Llano County Courthouse 1892 Romanesque Revival,
Italianate

Haskell County Courthouse 1892 Renaissance Revival

Cumberland Presbyterian Church (Austin) | 1892

Milam County Courthouse 1893 Renaissance Revival,
Romanesque

Taylor National Bank (Williamson 1894 Renaissance Revival,

County) Romanesque

Waller County Courthouse 1894 Romanesque Revival

Gohmert-Summers House (Private Home | 1895 Victoria, Italianate

in DeWitt County)

Hopkins County Courthouse 1895 Richardsonian,
Romanesque

Caswell House (Austin, West St. and 15" | 1895 Victorian, Colonial

St.) (Still in use) Revival

DeWitt County Courthouse 1896 Romanesque Revival

Southwestern Telegraph and Telephone 1899 Romanesque

Building ( Austin)

All Saints Episcopal Church (Austin, 27" | 1899 Gothic Revival

St. and Whitis) (still in use)

Austin High School (Austin, 9™ St. and 1900 Classical Revival

Trinity)

State Lunatic Asylum (Austin) 1904 Classical Revival

Christ Episcopal Church of Temple 1904 Gothic Revival

Confederate Woman’s Home (Austin, 1908

Cedar St. and (still in use)

Bartlett Grammar School (Bell/Williamson | 1909

County) = — .

Alpine Grammar School (Brewster 1910

Taken as a group, this list shows just how prolific and influential A.Q. Watson was during
his career. Each within the mode of popular styles of the time, these buildings are beautiful
examples of architecture that have endured over a century, save the common fires that destroyed
many of these structures. Unlike the more modern buildings designed after the turn of the century,
the Victorian Era of architecture in this state produced grand structures that seem important, sirong,
and elegant. They are photographed and displayed proudly by the counties and cities that host them

and by the people that admire them.
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By the time A.O. Watson married Miss Minnie Pope of Austin in 1893, he was a very
successful and prominent architect. Mrs. Watson came from one of the early and well-respected
families of Austin. Together, it was only fitting that they reside in one of the most elegant homes
in the downtown area. The A.O. Watson House, built in 1894, exhibits many elements of the styles
Watson used in all of his designs. Composed of wood, the exterior exhibits much of the fine detail
and use of arches that define the Victorian Era. Inside, ornate fireplaces and woodworking give
the house a unique touch.

In a stroke of luck and good connections, this writer had the opportunity to meet Mr, John
Watson, grandson of A.O. Watson, while attending the University of Texas at Austin in 2007.
Prior to that meeting, this author spent many hours researching A.Q. Watson and his family home
in libraries, the Austin History Center, and the internet, with little result. From the second that John
Watson walked familiarly through the front doors, however, anecdotes and memories spilled from
his lips like no book or archival document could. As he walked from room to room , Mr. Watson
drew attention to details never noticed or now hidden. A man close to eighty, John Watson moved
childlike through the house, recollecting times long past and people now gone. It is from
conversations with him that will be the basis for almost all information about the house in this
history.

During much of the 20" century, the A.O. Watson House did not stand alone. Instead, a
similar residence was built adjacent to the A.O. Watson House and directly on the corner of 12
Street and Guadalupe St. This second house was built to accommodate the sisters and family
members of Mrs. Watson. Later in life, A.O. Watson developed Parkinson’s disease. Not having
Parkinson’s disease in his family history, John Watson hypothesized that A.O. Watson’s exposure
to the Influenza Epidemic of 1918 (which killed many of the Pope sisters living in the second
house), was linked to the Parkinson’s.

Unable to walk or climb stairs, A.O. Watson had a bridge placed in between his office on
the second floor and the second floor of the now connected second house in order to visit his
relatives and leave his residence from time to time. This is not the only innovation that he included
in his home. Constantly on the road for work and inspired by Michelangelo’s “Flying Machine,”
A.O. Watson dreamed of one day placing a helicopter pad on the top of his home and designed a
flat space above his office accordingly.

These two houses were certainly grand and elegant; however, they were not alone. At the
turn of the century, not unlike today, many wealthy families called Austin home. The Littlefield’s,
Brackenridge’s, and others built homes “comparable to those on Park Avenue” in terms of price
and decadence. While most of these early mansions were demolished in the 1970s to make way
for parking lots and more space efficient designs, the A.O. Watson House survived.

After Mr. and Mrs. Watson passed away in the 1930s, the house was made into living
quarters for one of the Watson daughters, with apartments filling the second floor. Bathrooms were
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added, sometimes into seemingly random corners of the house, to accommodate this purpose.
Today, these bathrooms give the house a charm of the unexpected. After John Watson became an
architect himself, he returned to the building of his childhood and made it his office.

Room by room, the history of the house was revealed. The offices of a lawyer was once a
room for Christmas trees and presents, or a sleeping porch, depending on the decade. My father’s
office, now a gauntlet of papers, legal pads, and briefcases, was once the master bedroom to A.O.
and Minnie Watson. My office, once a room in the apartment of one of the first Texas Monthly
editors. The conference room that serves as a lounge to county judges and commissioners is the
same room that connected A.Q. Watson by bridge to the second family house and is the same room
that the helicopter pad was to be constructed upon. The room was also used as the office for two
generations of Texas architects and the place where A.O. Watson drew his last breath.

John Watson has few memories of his grandfather. Born in 1929, John was only five years
old when his grandfather passed. Looking out the front windows, John Watson began a story
beginning with a familiar date. . .

“December 7, 1941, Arthur Page (A.P.) Watson and his son, John, were in the front yard.
Perhaps they were watering the trees that A.P. had brought as seedlings from Washington DC after
attending War College with General Douglas MacArthur, Suddenly, a neighbor began to yell at
A.P., saying “The Japs have bombed Pearl Harbor!” IN that instance, Mr. A.P. Watson returned
inside, changed into his Army dress, and left his family to fight for his country in World War IL
He would not come home until the end of the war.

The military, his son recalls, was A.P. Watson’s passion in life. Educated at Culver Military
Academy, Watson soon entered the Command and General Staff School and later the War College.
During World War I, he was one of seven officers who accompanied General Pershing to France
in 1917. A bright strategist, A.P. Watson took on more responsibility in the Second World War,
helping plan many invasions in the Pacific Theater including Okinawa. By the time the war ended,
Watson was a highly decorated Brigadier General. His honors include: Three Silver Stars, Two
Legion of Merit with the Oak Leaf Cluster, a Purple Heart, the French Croix de Guerre, the General
Staff Badge, the WWI Victory Medal with six battle stars, the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, and
the German and Japanese Occupation Ribbons. At the time of his death in 1965, Major General
and President of Texas A&M University Earl Rudder served as a pallbearer.

Winston Churchill once said that “we shape our buildings—thereafter, they shape us.” For
John Watson, the evidence of this is seen in his choice to become an architect, inspired by his
grandfather’s legacy and home, as well as the ornate houses that surrounded their home. After
graduation from the University of Texas at Austin School of Architecture, John Watson did not
know which direction to take his career. He had been unhappy in school and was not inspired by
the older forms and styles being taught. When he began to read about Frank Lloyd Wright and his
new form of architecture called “organic architecture,” this all changed. Without informing his
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family or friends, he flew to Taliesin, Wisconsin and interviewed with Wright personally. In John
Watson’s words, “the meeting changed my life. Right there.” he become a pupil of Wright,
studying at Taliesin for two years and graduated with a new discipline in this new and modem
school of architecture. Working in a more “radical” form, Watson now works mostly with
structure, implementing glass and steel into his designs in a way that works in the natural
environment.

When the Watson family moved from Edinburgh, Scotland to the birthplace of Texas
during the middle of the 19* century, they could not have known how influential the family was
to become in shaping not only Texas history, but American history as well. It is A.O. Watson’s
lasting imprint in the architectural identity of many Texas counties and communities in Austin and
in AP. Watson’s role in both World Wars, that the importance of the Watson name as
memorialized by the remaining structure known as the A.O. Watson House is realized. It is the
personal relationship with the most influential American architect of the modern age shared by
John Watson that demarks the transition from the Victorian to the modern age of architecture in
Texas. By every example, this family provides an exceptional and unique opportunity to see
history in terms of the people who shaped it.

As John Watson walked out to his car under the covered lot in the back of the house, he
continued to exude stories. He moved through the lot, pointed out ridges in the concrete, “There.
That was a flower bed of my Aunt Maggie. She was one of the first women to graduate from the
University of Texas Law School.” He talked slowly and disconnected, more to himself that to me,
about how the house once stood and how it has changed, as if transposing his memories upon this
reality. There was not sadness in the final moments of his visit, just a man looking back on what
has been. It is in buildings and places in which our history floods back over us—washing our
hearing with the emotions that filled the space before---shaping us into who we are and who we
will become.
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cwill be conducted online and you have the opportunity to speak FOR or AGAINST the proposed development or changg mBm: or call
“@he staff contact for information on how to participate in the public hearings online. You may also contact a ne

(@nvironmental organization that has expressed an interest in an application affecting your neighborhood.
-

appeal the decision. _,
|

An interested party is defined as a person who is the applicant or record owner of the subject property, or who co hmunicates an
interest to a board or commission by:
e delivering a written statement to the board or commission before or during the public hearing that generally idenfifies the issues

of concern (it may be delivered to the contact person listed on a notice); or W
appearing and speaking for the record at the public hearing; and: _
occupies a primary residence that is within 500 feet of the subject property or proposed development; 7
is the record owner of property. within 500 feet of the subject property or proposed development; or _
is an officer of an environmental or neighborhood organization that has an interest in or whose declared boundaries are within
500 feet of the subject property or proposed development.

form may be available from the responsible department. m
_

For additional information on the City of Austin’s land development process, please visit our website: www. :z::ﬁﬁﬁ gov/abe

Written comments must be submitted to the board or commission (or the contact person listed on the notice) before the public hearing.
Your comments should include the board or commission’s name, the scheduled date of the public hearing, the Case Number and the
contact person listed on the notice.

Case Number: PR-20-149763 - 416 W 12TH ST % Iam , favor
Contact: Angela Gaudette, (512) 974-3393 I obi
Public Hearing: Historic Landmark Commission, Nov. 16, 2020 obl

«@J;@). ..:>2> \T;C%?Cﬁ) :Q mu mn&s bSN,\S_om,\ N%N—NA %Q

Your Namé (7 Q&mam n::o Your address(es) affected by this application

§§\ -5 -202¢)

Comments: ..wb MN..ND b.‘&rép \,th n\(m\ &S < - \J\‘.ﬁ% \,un. \, \Q\\&\*
mu! [, »P@ Qh\r\n:, «No) \N&z\ W
Tﬁm\ b@ 11 E \T%\M«S\ ..H\ﬁ vz .Q/\.bho.\b OQ\U\

yow'use this form to comment, it may be refutned to:
City of Austin Housing and Planning Department E @N‘NTA 0 \ h g
Historic Preservation Office, ATTN: Angela Gaudette
™P.0. Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767-8810
E-mail: preservation@austintexas.gov
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Date of Submission:

on Plan Review #:

FTOPErty AQAress: Ty vv. reun v

Historic Landmark |:| Local Historic District |:| National Register Historic District D

Historic Landmark Name or
Historic District Name: The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International Headquarters Building (National Register of Historic Places)

™ Zip: 78757

Applicant Address: 100 Congl'eSS AVe., Suite 1300 Clty Austin State:

Please describe all proposed exterior changes with location and materials. If you need more space, attach an additional
sheet.

PROPOSED CHANGE(S) LOCAT'g’:‘ A?\IZE?SC;POSED PROPOSED MATERIAL(S)

N/A

1) Demolition Permit Requested Building

2)

3)

Submittal Requirements

1. One set of dimensioned building plans. Plans must: a) specify materials and finishes to be used, and b) show
existing and proposed conditions for alterations and additions.

Site Plan Elevations Floor Plan Roof Plan

2. Color photographs of building and site:
Elevation(s) proposed to be modified Detailed view of each area proposed to be modified

Applicant Signature: X’j/( Date: 11/10/20
d ¥ ja——
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lidelines for Historic Properties

Design Standards and Guidelines ror Historic Properties

Landmarks and National Register historic district properties

If you are making changes to a historic landmark, the project must comply with these standards to receive a Certificate
of Appropriateness. If you are making changes to a contributing property or constructing a new building within a National
Register historic district, consider the standards below as advisory guidelines:

1.

2.

Use a property for its historic purpose or place it in a new use that requires minimal change to the defining
characteristics of the building and its site and environment.

Retain and preserve the historic character or a property shall be retained and preserved. Avoid the removal of
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property.

Recognize each property as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of
historical development, such as adding conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall
not be undertaken.

Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance in their own right
shall be retained and preserved.

Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a
historic property shall be preserved,

Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration
requires visual qualities and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated
by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence.

Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic materials shall not be
used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible.
Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. If such resources
must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.

New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its
environment.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed

in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be
unimpaired.

Local historic district properties

Certificates of Appropriateness (COAs) are required for exterior changes or additions to historic landmarks, any property
pending designation as a landmark, and contributing buildings in local historic districts; or if you are constructing a new
building in a local historic district. Work requiring a COA includes:

ok W=

Additions

Construction of new buildings, including outbuildings

Window and door replacement

Exterior siding replacement

Replacement of roof materials with a different material

Site changes such as a pool, deck, fence, or back porch enclosure

Ordinary repair and maintenance projects do not require a Certificate of Appropriateness. For more information, see the
historic review process charts on the Historic Preservation Office website.
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SAN ANTONIO ELEVATION
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Southern Facade
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Southern Facade
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Western Facade
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Western Facade
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Northern Facade
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Northern Facade
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Eastern Facade
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